Symptoms and signs of thrombotic occlusion of atherosclerotic renal artery stenosis.
Twenty-four patients, with an occluded renal artery diagnosed at angiography or operation, in whom previous angiography had demonstrated an atherosclerotic renal artery stenosis, were compared with a group of patients with a renal artery stenosis that remained patent after a similar interval. The risk of occlusion was found to increase with age, the degree of stenosis and advanced generalised atherosclerosis. At the presumed time of occlusion few patients had symptoms which when present were vague and easily overlooked. The most suggestive sign of occlusion was a rise in serum creatinine which was seen in the majority of the patients.